Heroes of Faith: Isaac
SERVING GOD

Heroes of Faith: Hebrews 11
32 And

what more shall I say? I do not have time to tell about Gideon,
Barak, Samson and Jephthah, about David and Samuel and the
prophets, 33 who through faith conquered kingdoms, administered
justice, and gained what was promised; who shut the mouths of
lions,34 quenched the fury of the flames, and escaped the edge of the
sword; whose weakness was turned to strength; and who became
powerful in battle and routed foreign armies. 35 Women received back
their dead, raised to life again. There were others who were tortured,
refusing to be released so that they might gain an even better
resurrection. 36 Some faced jeers and flogging, and even chains and
imprisonment. 37 They were put to death by stoning; they were sawed in
two; they were killed by the sword. They went about in sheepskins and
goatskins, destitute, persecuted and mistreated— 38 the world was not
worthy of them. They wandered in deserts and mountains, living in
caves and in holes in the ground.

Hebrews 11: Isaac
20 By

faith Isaac blessed
Jacob and Esau in regard to
their future.

Isaac in Genesis 21-28
• Birth of Isaac (Gen 21)
• Sacrifice of Isaac / Testing of Abraham (Gen 22)

• Marriage of Isaac & Rebekah (Gen 24)
• Birth of Esau & Jacob (Gen 25)
• Isaac’s career (Gen 26)
• Jacob & Esau blessed (Gen 27-28)

Genesis 26
• Listening to God
2 The

LORD appeared to Isaac and said, “Do not go down to Egypt; [..] 6 So
Isaac stayed in Gerar.

• Praying to God
25:21 Isaac

prayed to the LORD on behalf of his wife, because she was childless.

• Giving honour to God
22 “Now the LORD has given us room and we will flourish in the land.”

• Worshipping God
25 Isaac

built an altar there and called on the name of the LORD.

• Blessed by God
24 That

night the LORD appeared to him and said, “I am the God of your father
Abraham. Do not be afraid, for I am with you; I will bless you and will increase
the number of your descendants for the sake of my servant Abraham.”

Heroism & Service

Service
•Called to Serve
Ephesians 4:4 There

is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to
one hope when you were called;5 one Lord, one faith, one
baptism; 6 one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all
and in all.

•Big Picture
“Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we
do not see. 2 This is what the ancients were commended for.”

By faith Isaac blessed Jacob and Esau in regard to their future.
• Rebekah became pregnant
“Two nations are in your womb,
and two peoples from within you will be separated;
one people will be stronger than the other,
and the older will serve the younger.”

• Twins are born: Esau followed by Jacob
• Rivalry between brothers
• Esau sell birthright for bowl of stew

• Isaac grows old – seeks to bless Esau
• Rebekah & Jacob deceive Isaac – Isaac blesses Jacob
• Isaac keeps his word

Isaac has faith:
• In God’s sovereignty

• In God’s promise
• That God will fulfil his promise
“Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do
not see. 2 This is what the ancients were commended for.”

• Election without merit

• Called by God
• For his purposes

Hebrews 11:39
39 These

were all commended for their faith, yet
none of them received what had been
promised, 40 since God had planned something
better for us so that only together with us would
they be made perfect.

“In thinking back on the days of Easy Company, I’m
treasuring my remark to a grandson who asked,
‘Grandpa, were you a hero in the war?’
“’No,’ I answered, ‘but I served in a company of
heroes.’”
- Sgt Mike Ranney, E Company, 506th Regiment, 101st Airborne

Hebrews 12:1-2
12 Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a
great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off
everything that hinders and the sin that so easily
entangles. And let us run with perseverance the
race marked out for us, 2 fixing our eyes on
Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith.

Things to remember
• God is Sovereign
• God’s Calling – We are called to serve;
to run the race before us
• God’s promise – Keep our eyes fixed on Him

Hebrews 12:1-2
And let us run with perseverance the race marked
out for us, 2 fixing our eyes on Jesus, the
pioneer and perfecter of faith. For the joy set
before him he endured the cross, scorning its
shame, and sat down at the right hand of the
throne of God.

