Abraham & the promise of God
Sarah – his free-born wife

Hagar – slave woman

• Conceived miraculously
• God’s promise
• Son = Isaac
• Descendants = Jews
• Given the Law (Moses, Mt Sinai)
• Children of the promise

• Conceived naturally
• By human decision
• Son = Ishmael
• Descendants = Gentiles
• Banished
• Excluded from the promise

Paul in Galatia

Galatians 4:8-11
But in those days, when you were without the knowledge of God, you
were slaves to those things which by their very nature are no-Gods.
But now that you do know God – or rather, now that God knows you –
how is it that you are continually harking back to those powerless and
limited elementary practices? Do you want to be their slaves all over
again? I am referring to the way in which you keep special days, and
months, and seasons, and years. I am afraid that I wasted all my pains
on you.

Galatians 4:12-16
I ask you to imagine yourselves in my position, fellow Christians, just as
I have imagined myself in yours. Your attitude to me was once correct.
You know that in sickness of body I preached the good news to you
before, and you neither made little of the bodily trials that I had, nor
felt any revulsion. You welcomed me as God’s own messenger, like
Jesus Christ Himself. What has happened to the blessing that you
enjoyed then? I can bear witness myself that, if you could have taken
out your own eyes and given them to me, you would have done so. So
now I have become your enemy by behaving faithfully towards you,
have I?

Galatians 4:17-20
These others are envious of you, and their envy has an evil aim. They
want to exclude you from blessing so that you may come to envy them
their position. Envy (or zeal) in a good cause is always good, not only
when I am with you, my dear spiritual children. I have all the pains of
child-labour over again for you, until Christ takes shape in you. Only I
do wish that I could be with you now, and change my tone; for I really
do not know what to do in your case.

Galatians 4:21-25
Tell me, do you not listen to what the law says – you who want to be
under law as a system? Scripture says that Abraham had two sons, one
by the slave-wife and the other by the freeborn wife. The slave-wife’s
son was born perfectly naturally, but the son of the freeborn wife was
born in fulfilment of God’s promise. All this can be seen as a symbolic
picture, for these women represent two Covenants. The first (i.e. the
slave-wife) could stand for the covenant made at Mount Sinai; all her
children (i.e. those under that covenant) are in spiritual bondage. That
is Hagar for you. So the Scriptural character “Hagar” could also stand
for Mount Sinai in Arabia. Sinai stands in the same category as the
Jerusalem that we know, for she is certainly in slavery, along with her
“children”.

Galatians 4:26-27
But the heavenly Jerusalem stands for the freeborn wife – and she is
our “mother”. For Scripture says:
“Be glad, you woman who is not in childbirth;
Break into a shout of triumph, you who are not in labour;
For the abandoned wife has more children
Than the wife who has her husband.”

Galatians 4:28-5:1
Now you, my fellow Christians, are children born in fulfilment of God’s
promise, like Isaac was. But just as in those days the son born in the
course of nature used to bully the son born supernaturally, so it is
today. But what does Scripture say to this? “Expel the slave-wife and
her son; for the slave-wife’s son is certainly not going to share the
inheritance with the freeborn wife’s son.” And so my summing up is
this: We Christians are not children of the slave-wife, but of the
freeborn wife. Christ has given us our freedom; stand firm, and do not
allow yourselves to be harnessed again to the yoke that spells slavery.

Abraham & the promise of God [REMIX]
Sarah – his free-born wife

Hagar – slave woman
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New Jerusalem
Supernatural (spiritual)
God’s promise
Son = Isaac
“Descendants” = Christians
Free in Christ
Inherit kingdom
Children of the promise
New covenant

Mt Sinai
Natural (flesh)
Human will
Son = Ishmael
“Descendants” = all others
Enslaved – spiritual bondage
Banished
Excluded from the promise
Old covenant

Not-God

God

The way of self-effort
Worship created things
Focus on things of man
Natural (human)

The way of faith in God
Worship the Creator
Focus on God alone
Supernatural (from God)

Mt Sinai - Law

New Jerusalem – kingdom of God

Slaves (bondage to the law)
Can’t meet demands of the law

Freedom in Christ
Redeemed by faith – in what Christ has done

Weak, miserable, powerless, limited
Man’s devising

Joy, blessing, love
Born of the Spirit

Ishmael [Children of the slave-born Hagar]

Isaac [Children of the free-born wife]

Cast out of the house: No inheritance

Inheritance: Children of the promise

God

Not God

Triune God: [Father, Son, Holy Spirit]

• Jewish traditions (circumcision, dietary rules, holy
days)
• Prayer meetings
• Quiet times
• Home groups

• Church services
• Easter / Christmas observances
• Charitable work, Good deeds

• 10 commandments, Moral teachings
• Music, Sermons, Books
• Fellowship
• Tithing
• Missionary work, Evangelistic events
• Good things ≠ God

COMMENTARY ON THE EPISTLE TO THE GALATIANS
By Martin Luther (1535)
• What Paul means by saying to the Galatians, "When ye knew not
God," is simply this: "There was a time when you did not know the
will of God in Christ, but you worshipped gods of your own invention,
thinking that you had to perform this or that labour." Whether you
understand the "elements of the world" to mean the Law of Moses,
or the religions of the heathen nations, it makes no difference. Those
who lapse from the Gospel to the Law are no better off than those
who lapse from grace into idolatry. Without Christ all religion is
idolatry. Without Christ men will entertain false ideas about God, call
their ideas what you like, the laws of Moses, the ordinances of the
Pope, the Koran of the Mohammedans, or what have you.

• God knows us
• Christ is taking shape in us.
• Born of the Spirit
• We are children born in fulfilment of God’s promise
• Given freedom in Him.

• We can’t substitute “Good Things” for God
• The things we do should be for God’s glory
• Don’t resolve to do better. Turn to Christ.
• We are living in his kingdom, the new Jerusalem, beloved and known
by God. Heirs of the promise.

