2 Timothy 4:1-5
4 In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who will judge the living
and the dead, and in view of his appearing and his kingdom, I give you
this charge:
2 Preach the word; be prepared in season and out of season; correct,
rebuke and encourage—with great patience and careful instruction.
3 For the time will come when people will not put up with sound
doctrine. Instead, to suit their own desires, they will gather around them
a great number of teachers to say what their itching ears want to
hear. 4 They will turn their ears away from the truth and be turned aside
to myths.
5 But you, keep your head in all situations, endure hardship, do the
work of an evangelist, discharge all the duties of your ministry.

2 Timothy 4
Preaching the Word

Hearing the Word

Living the Word

(verses 1-2)

(verses 3-4)

(verse 5)

-

- Response to Sound
doctrine?
- Hear what you
want to hear

-

Why preach?
What to Preach?
When to Preach?
How to Preach?

Keep your head
Hardships will come
Be an evangelist
Duty

Preaching the word (1)
Why Preach?
In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who will judge the living
and the dead, and in view of his appearing and his kingdom, I give you
this charge: Preach the Word
Understanding the words:
Parables re. expecting Jesus’ return:
• The Servants Must Remain Watchful Mk 13:35, Lk12:35
• The Wise and Foolish Servants

Mt24:45, Lk12:42

• Giving of the talents

Mt 25:14 Lk19:12

• Wicked Tenants

Mt21:33, Mk12:1, Lk20:9

• The Wise and Foolish Virgins

Mt25:1

Courtroom language:
‘I charge you’
‘In the presence of’
Ie – this is solemn and serious
‘will judge’ – it’s about to happen
‘appearing’ – to become visible
Ie – there’s a deadline, this matters,
there are consequences

Preaching the word (2)
What to Preach?
In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who will judge the living and the dead, and in
view of his appearing and his kingdom, I give you this charge: Preach the Word
What a herald does/does not do:

Understanding the words:

• The message does not get decided by the herald
• The herald does not decide what to include/exclude
• A herald proclaims the message publicly
The ‘word’ is not:

• Self-help material

• Economics

• Politics

• Fads/ philosophies

Diplomatic language:
‘Preach’ = Herald
Ie – to announce on behalf of
another, typically a king
‘the word’ –
Ie the whole body of revealed truth

Preaching the word (3)
When to Preach?
Be prepared In season and out of season

Understanding the words:
‘Be prepared’
ie in a state of constant readiness
‘In season’ - literally: good time
ie when it’s opportune
‘Out of season’ - literally: not time
ie when it’s inopportune

Preaching the word (4)
How to Preach?
correct, rebuke and encourage—with great patience and careful
instruction

SELF

Love the LORD your God
with all your heart and
with all your soul and
with all your strength (Dt6:5)

Come to me, all you who are weary and
burdened, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke
upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and
humble in heart, and you will find rest for your
souls. For my yoke is easy and my burden is light
(Mt11:28-30)

OTHERS

Understanding the words:
‘Correct’ - A compelling argument
Ie appeals to the head
‘Rebuke’ – a reprimand, a telling off
Ie deal with the problem appeal to
the conscience

‘Encourage’ – to urge, to plead
Ie appeal to the will and emotion

Hearing the word (1)
Responding
People will not put up with sound doctrine

Understanding the words:
‘put up with’ – to hold firm against
something
‘Sound doctrine’ – healthy teaching

Hearing the word (2)
Responding
Instead, to suit their own desires, they will gather around them a great
number of teachers to say what their itching ears want to hear. They will
turn their ears away from the truth and be turned aside to myths.
Understanding the words:
‘desires’ – cravings, self-focussed
‘gather around’ – to accumulate,
amass in piles
‘turn away’ – to avert, to avoid
‘be turned’ – be wrenched out of
place, twisted out of shape
‘myths’ – ie fiction as opposed to fact

Living the Word
Doing
But you, keep your head in all situations, endure hardship, do the work of
an evangelist, discharge all the duties of your ministry.
Understanding the words:
‘keep your head’ – literally ‘watch’
ie to be sober and alert
‘endure hardship’ – to suffer trouble
Tough times are inevitable, don’t give up, give in or tap out
‘an evangelist’ – literally ‘be the one who brings good news’
Let your character, quality, nature at all times be presenting the good news
‘discharge your duties’ – literally ‘make full your service’
Do your work in every way, no short cuts, no laziness – but bring to completeness in every way

II Timothy 4
Preaching the Word

Hearing the Word

Living the Word

(verses 1-2)

(verses 3-4)

(verse 5)

Why? What? When?
How?

Listen to the truth

Fulfil your commission

In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who
will judge the living and the dead, and in view of his
appearing and his kingdom, I give you this charge:
Preach the Word

